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is given in the native tongue. Numerous periodic conferences are held
dealing with the different aspects of native life, in order to improve
the qualifications of the students. They return to work in their own
districts. I have so far given only the dry bones of the institute. It
requires a stay of some time to appreciate it as a living, pulsating
centre, to which men and women from the most primitive tribes come
literally to receive light and learning, to hear of the unlimited possi-
bilities of development for their people and for all peoples. They come
from tribes amongst whom, in spite of the years that have passed
since the Revolution, Shahmanism, or spirit worship, still persists in
some of its crudest forms, where for centuries this religion has kept
the people in darkness and ignorance. For the first time in their his-
tory they come into contact with civilisation and culture in a form
which does not make them feel inferior human beings; which, on the
contrary, opens up to them vistas of great achievements for their
people. The value of the institute is incalculable. Through self-
government here they learn to govern others. Through the numerous
circles,  dramatic,  musical,  literary,   athletic,   and  political, they
increase their capacities and broaden their horizon. It is no wonder
that they return to their districts enthusiastic supporters of a regime
which has for the first time recognised them as human beings of equal
importance with the rest of mankind, a regime which has given them
an opportunity for development which shall help them to erase the
term " inferior races."
The difficulties of taking education to the peoples of the North seemed
almost insurmountable at first. The obstacles created by nature, dis-
tance, and climate were serious enough. Still more serious were the ob-
stacles created by man—the power of theShahman, the religious chief,
who kept the group, over which he was supposed to rule spiritually,
in terrorised obedience. It is a religion often closely allied to totemism,
according to which various spirits held sway. These different spirits
had to be propitiated frequently. In time of disaster they had to be
placated. Their agent was the Shahman, with whom alone the spirits
held direct intercourse. It was therefore important to be on the right
side of the Shahman. This meant frequent gifts of reindeer, furs,
or fish. Should a member of a family fall ill, then the only known and
approved remedy was for the Shahman to get into contact with the
appropriate spirit. For this, of course, one had to pay. The price was
the best reindeer or sheep, according to circumstances. These had to
be sacrificed in accordance with strict ritual. The best portions were
handed to the Shahman as a gift. Sometimes, if the illness was very
serious, a second sacrifice was demanded. The bigger the gift the

